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The  EuPA2015 Congress. Proteomics: Back to the Future
The EuPA2015 Congress (Milano, June 23-28, 2016) offered a 
unique scenario in which the proteomics community had an 
unprecedented window to disseminate to the general public 
the advancements of Proteomics research. Such an opportunity 
was provided by the EXPO2015 showcase in which a dedicated 
workshop on the Human Proteome Project (co-organized with 
the chromosome-centered C-HPP program) was held. 
“What chromosome are you” video: 
http://we.tl/Gy4XgT0mIJ
The leitmotiv of the EuPA scientiﬁ c program was follow-
ing the main theme of Milano EXPO2015 connecting food, 
welfare and health in a global scale vision. The Italian 
Proteomics Association (ItPA) has been particularly focused in 
the last years to provide a common framework of exchange 
between the fast advancing challenges in Human Proteomics and 
the non-Human – Comparative Proteome investigations. The 
interaction between these two different worlds has already 
produced the ﬁ rst actual Proteomics CE-IVD approved products 
for the health-care market, the MALDI-Biotyper and its twin 
products. EuPA followed several initiatives in this light since 
2011 by organizing several events dedicated to Proteomics 
in global health. Particularly, in collaboration with different 
European Commission of Science and Technologies (COST) 
actions the perspective of novel Proteomics technological 
advances has been explored in this ﬁ eld. The COST BM1403 
co-organized scientiﬁ c sessions and educational programs 
are a clear example of integration of the challenging ﬁ eld of 
Native Mass Spectrometry with the Proteomics community 
at large. Moreover the Imaging Mass Spectrometry session 
presented the latest works of the COST BM1104 in this highly 
innovative ﬁ eld on the verge of the clinical health-care 
application. With this Congress EuPA provided an agora for 
clinical proteomics investigations and non-human proteome 
studies, bringing into the discussion the role of Proteomics in the 
One-Health vision.
General Presentation EuPA2015 conference video: 
http://we.tl/1tLtzaMwPe
The conference was attended by 342 registered participants, 
who provided enthusiastic and intriguing scientiﬁ c discussions 
in the 30 scientiﬁ c sessions of the program. The last days were 
characterized by the EuPA Educational programs organized in 
collaboration with COST action BM1403.
A plot of the participant distribution highlights some interest-
ing features In fact, the registrations by the category group 
“Students” (any investigators holding a fellowship, both 
afﬁ liated or not registered to a EuPA National Society) were 
particularly high, i.e., the major economic support to the 
conference was provided by young investigators. On one side, 
this is an interesting positive condition, on the other hand it 
needs to be critically evaluated, particularly in comparison 
with the high number of invited established investigators. 
There is an urgent need for a new deal within our scientiﬁ c 
community in order to increase the number of free registrations 
for young researchers. This may be achieved by reducing the 
providing of full coverage and business travel reimbursement to 
renowned scientists by the conference organization. We sin-
cerely hope this consideration will help future EuPA conferenc-
es organization.
Figure 1. EuPA 2015 Congress Registrations
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